
And the new factories that have gone up — like Vallourec’s new complex, or a $13.2 

million plant that Exterran opened in May 2013 to make oil and gas production equip-

ment for local customers — employ only a fraction of the workers who once labored at 

Youngstown’s mills. Vallourec’s state-of-the-art pipe mill has about 350 workers; the 

old Youngstown Sheet & Tube plant that once stood on the site had a work force of 

1,400 when it shut down in 1979.
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 Downtown Youngstown’s new federally financed center for advanced manufacturing is drawing 

notice as well, including a mention in President Obama’s last two State of the Union addresses.. 
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 The United States still imports hundreds of billions of dollars more in manufactured products 

than it exports. But industrial production has rebounded strongly in the wake of the Great Reces-

sion, up roughly 20 percent since the end of 2009. Employment in the factory sector, after a 

steep fall during the downturn, has also recovered. Since hitting bottom in early 2010, manufac-

turers have added nearly 700,000 jobs, bringing total factory employment in the United States to 

12.2 million. 


